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an extra session, repealed her law enacted the same year
prescribing maximum freight rates, substituting more mod-
erate rates in seven "groups" (which, however, may be
changed by the railway commission!), and also enacted a
statute directing the commission and the attorney-general
not to enforce the earlier law; while the heavily penal Min-
nesota law was declared unconstitutional by the United
States Supreme Court. In the British empire the power
to fix rates is, of course, unquestioned; and they are, as to
railways at least, generally regulated by law. Canada in
1903 established a railroad commission, and Nova Scotia
in 1908 imposed various restrictions as to tolls, still the
English word for rates. So in Ontario and Quebec in 1906,
and in Tasmania in 190L In many States, such as Vic-
toria, the railways are owned by the state, in which case,
of course, no question as to the right to fix rates can arise.